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ANSWERS TO MOST COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT SCLEROTHERAPY

1. WHAT IS SCLEROTHERAPY?
Sclerotherapy is an injection procedure for removing unwanted “spider” veins that are most commonly seen
in the legs, cheeks, or even nose. This process involves injection directly into the vein, thus causing
destruction of the vein itself.
2. HOW DID I GET THESE VEINS?
The most common reason for getting varicose veins is heredity, so if either of your parents had varicose veins,
chances are, you will also have them. It has also been noted that pregnancy or hormone therapy can
increase the amount of varicose veins you have.
3. WILL IT HURT?
The injections require a needle stick each time that can be uncomfortable. Depending on the sclerosant used,
there may also be a burning or cramping sensation associated with the injection of the solution.
4. WHAT WILL I LOOK LIKE FOLLOWING THE INJECTIONS?
The treated areas will be red and somewhat swollen and the injection sites will look like mosquito bites and
may bruise. The redness will fade in a few days, but you can expect your veins to temporarily look worse. The
veins will take up to 3-4 months to resolve. Not every vein will respond to treatment, and multiple treatments
is often required.
5. WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF I LEAVE THEM UNTREATED?
Usually nothing, but complications have been known to be related to varicose veins, such as pain in legs,
cramping, or increase in number of varicose veins. Sclerotherapy will treat the veins already present, but
there is no evidence that it works to prevent future development.
6. WILL THE VEINS EVER COME BACK?
While the areas treated generally do not return, you may have formation of new veins at different sites in the
future. The average time of return is generally between 3-5 years. Results differ from patient-to-patient, and
the treatment is never a guarantee that it will get rid of every vein you have.
7. IS THE TREATMENT VERY EXPENSIVE, AND WILL MY INSURANCE PAY FOR THE TREATMENT?
The cost of treatment varies per person, and depends on the amount of veins you have, the time it takes for
the treatment, and the type of sclerosant used. This treatment is considered a cosmetic treatment, and is
generally not covered by insurance companies, therefore, payment by the patient is expected at the time of
service.

*** IN CASE OF EMERGENCY ***
Call (404) 844-0496 for instructions on contacting Dr. Baucom or Dr. Mina

